IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of 



Toshikazu TACHIKAWA et al 
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Serial No. [NEW] 

Filed January 24, 2002 

NEGATIVE-WORKING PHOTORESIST 
COMPOSITION 

(Rule 1.53(b) Continuation-in-Part 
of Serial No. 09/638,872, 
Filed August 15, 2000) 



Attn: Application Branch 
Attorney Docket No. 2002-0069 
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THE COMMISSIONER B AUTHORIZED 
TO CHARGE ANY D£f K2ENCNN THE 
FEE f OR THIS PAPER TO DEPOSIT 
ACCOUNT NO. 23-0975. 



CLAIM OF PRIORITY UNDER 35 USC 119 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, DC 2023 1 



Sir: 



Applicants in the above-entitled application hereby claim the date of priority under the 



International Convention of Japanese Patent Application No. 1 1-234688, filed August 20, 1999, 
as acknowledged in the Declaration of this application. 

A certified copy of said Japanese Patent Application is of record in parent application 
.Serial No.-09/638,872,filedAugusU5,-2000. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Toshikazu TACHIKAWA et al. 



MJ/pjm 

Washington, D.C 20006-1021 
Telephone (202) 721-8200 
Facsimile (202) 721-8250 
January 24, 2002 



By 




Matthew Jacol 
Registration No. 25,154 
Attorney for Applicants 



English translation of Official Letter 
in Taiwanese patent application 

Notice of Office Action 

Receiver: TOKYO OHKA KOGYO CO., LTD. 

Mailed: June 19, 2003 

1. Application No.: 089116541 

2. Title of the invention: NEGATIVE-WORKING PHOTORESIST 

COMPOSITION 

3. Applicant: Name: TOKYO OHKA KOGYO CO., LTD. 

Address: Japan 

4 . Attorney : 

5. Filing date: August 16, 2000 

6. Priority data: 08/20/1999 Japan 11-234688 

7 . Examiner : 

8. Content of decision: 

Syllabus: The present invention is rejected. 
Ground: Paragraph 2 of Article 20 of the Patent Law. 
Reasons : 

(1) The "negative-working photoresist composition" of 
the present invention is characterized in that the 
composition comprise s an alkali-soluble resin, a 
radiation-sensitive acid-generating agent and a 
crosslinking agent . 

* 

(2) It is investigated that the crosslinking agent 
employed in the present invention is a commercial 
product, and those crosslinking agents from the 
same series are all conventionally known and used 
as disclosed in, for example, USP 5928837 and USP 
5700625. Accordingly, the claimed content of the 
present invention employs prior art or knowledge 

in a way people skilled in the same field may easily 
accomplish it. The present invention is thus hardly 



♦ 
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considered as a creation of highly advanced technical 
thoughts , and is devoid of inventive steps. 

In conclusion, the instant application fails to conform 
to the statutory patent requirements and therefore a patent 
should not be granted thereto in accordance with Paragraph 
2 of Article 20 of the Patent Law. 
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